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less compressed from both poles of the spineless axis, lenticular or discoidal, sometimes
square. It is enveloped by a voluminous calymma constantly bearing coronals of
“ Myophrisca ” (compare p. 724).

Synopsis of the Genera of Quadrilonchida.
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1. Suﬁ:}:}rzs}i{eﬁ i Apophyses simple, neither branched nor latticed, . 338. Quadrilonche.
Elt;hf;:;uoft ‘:}T;g ;r;'tl:raifl:c{ > Apophyses branched or pinnate, but not latticed, . 339. Xiphoptera.
;:;::: (-E;g Efsopfgﬁl;:timl Apophyses latticed, with fenestrated network, . . 340. Lithoptera.

Subfamily 1. AcanxTHOSTAURIDA, Haeckel, 1881, Prodromus, p. 466.

Definition—Quadrilonchida with simple radial spines, without apophyses.

Genus 334. Acanthostaurus,! Haeckel, 1862, Monogr. d. Radiol., p. 395.

Definition.—Quadrilonchida with four equatorial spines of equal size and
form, which are much larger than the sixteen other spines. Kight tropical and eight
polar spines nearly equal. No apophyses.

The genus Acanthostaurus is the most simple and primitive form of the Quadii-
lonchida, and the common ancestral genus of this family; it is at the same time its most
common and widely distributed form. Some species appear in astonishing numbers in
different seas. It has been derived from Acanthometron by stronger development of
the four equatorial spines, which are all of equal size and much larger than the sixteen
others. :

I Acanthostaurus = Spine-cross ; dxasvle, oraveds.
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