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Regarding the number of the concentric shells which compose the latticed carapace
of the S p h e r o i d e a, we can distinguish six families, viz.:-

I. Monosphrida (with one single shell).
IT. Dyosphrida (with two concentric shells).

III. Triosphrida (with three concentric shells).
TV. Tetrasphricla (with four concentric shells).
V. Po1ysph'erida (with five or more concentric shells).
VI. Spongosphericla (with spongy shells).

On the other hand, regarding the number of the racial spines and their regular
disposition on the shell-surface, we can distinguish five families, viz.:-

I. Liosphrida (without radial spines).
II. Stylospharida (with two radial spines, opposite in one axis).

III. Staurosphrida (with four radial spines, opposite in pairs in two axes,

perpendicular one to another).
IV. Oubospherida (with six radial spines, opposite in pairs in the three

dimensive axes).
V. Astrospharida (with numerous-eight, twelve, twenty, or more-radial

spines, often more than a hundred).
All five latter groups contain representatives of all six former groups; therefore we

get together not less than thirty different subfamilies of S p h a r o i d e a, already
enumerated in my Prod.rornus, 1881, p. 449. I repeat them here to give a better
survey of the system there employed.

Famihes and
Subfaruffies of LIOSPH'ERLDA

(anacantha).
STYLOSPHIERIDA

(diacautha).
STAUROSPEJERIDA

(tetracantha).
CuBosParnID.&.
(hexacantha).

ASTROSPRRIDA
(polyacantha).

Monop/urida. Ethmosphrida. Xiphostylida. Staurostylida. Hexastylida. Coscinonimida.
(One single shell.)

Dyosphcrida. Carposphlerida. Spha3rostylida. Staurolonchida. Hexalonchida. Haliommida.
(Two concentric

shells.)

riospluerida. Thecospha3rida. Amphistylida. Stauracontida. Hoxacontida. Actinommida.
(Three concentric

shells.)

Tetrwqihcerida. Cromyosphlcrida. Croinyostylida. Staurocromyida. Hexacromyida. Cromyommida.(Four concentric
shells.)

Poly'phwrida. Caryospluerida. Caryostylida. Staurocaryida. ilexacaryida. Arachnonunida.
(Five or more con-
centric shells.)

Spongotphtvrida. Plegmosphferida. Spongostylida. Staurodorida. Hexadorida. Spongiominida.(Spongy shells.)
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